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by Don Alvar Perez de Castro, an able captain, who
had served among the Moors, and Rodrigo Ximenes
de Rada, Archbishop of Toledo, a great scholar, who
understood six languages, had been at the great
Lateran Council, and became the chronicler of the reign.
Baeza was the first place attacked, and the wall, being
xmsupported, offered to become tributary, gave up his
two chief cities, and retired to Cordova. There Al
Maimoun—who had succeeded in winning the throne
of Morocco—came across the Strait to the defence of
Andalusia, and was welcomed by the Cordovans with
the head of the recreant wali of Baeza.
Fernando retreated, but Jayme, or J'acorn, as the
Moors called him, was preparing a fleet against the
Balearic isles, which had become a nest of Moorish
pirates, who preyed on the shipping and harassed the
coasts of all the western bay of the Mediterranean.
Sancho the Wise, the old King of Navarre, was so
delighted with the prowess of young Jayme that he
not only greatly assisted him in fitting out his fleet,
but adopted him and promised to leave him Navarre,
to the exclusion of the rightful heir, his sister's son,
Tbibault de Blois, Count of Champagne. By another
arrangement, the Balearic isles, which were supposed to
be a fief of the county of Urgel, were ceded to him, if he
could conquer them. Two campaigns gave him first
Majorca, and then Minorca and Yvica, while the
Almohides retired to add to the confusion in Africa.
The King of Leon on his side besieged and took
Merida, and defeated an army of Moors which came
to its relief. It was his last campaign. He died the
next year, 1230, on his pilgrimage of thanksgiving to
the shrine of St. Isidore, leaving his kingdom to the

